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Should Students Get Paid to Study?

by Jonathan Serrie

We ask that question in tonight’s Fox Report w/ Shepard Smith.

Here in the Atlanta area, Fulton County school officials are experimenting with a pilot
project that targets students struggling with math or science.

The “Learn & Earn” program is paying 40 public school students in the Atlanta suburb of
Fairburn $8 an hour to attend remedial classes.

The privately funded project is being financed by Charles Loudermilk, the founder and
CEO of Atlanta-based Aaron Rents, Inc., through the Learning Makes a Difference
Foundation.

The non-profit group’s president, Jackie Cushman, says “Learn & Earn” is the brainchild
of her father, former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, who became concerned after a 2001
congressional commission (Hart-Rudman) identified deficiencies in math and science
education as a threat to national security.
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ATLANTA BASED PROGRAM PAYS
STUDENTS TO DO THEIR HOMEWORK
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[Geraldo]

Mr. Speaker welcome. | don’t know if you saw Saturday Night Live, but John McCain made a great joke
about wanting the Democrats to continue their intramural squabbling when it comes to the November election of
beyond it if possible. Do you agree with Senator McCain that the fighting going on between Hillary and Obama is
helpful for the Republicans?

[Newt Gingrich]

Well 1 think its helpful for Senator McCain. The ideal McCain model would be for Senator Clinton to have
her last big rally on the 7™ the night before the election. I don’t think that will happen. But | can appreciate Saturday
Night Live that might just be a wish that comes out in the open.

[Geraldo]

Also joining us this afternoon is Jackie Cushman the daughter of the speaker, who has a very innovative
program called learning makes a difference, it’s a foundation in which children are paid to attend tutorial afterschool
classes, and their grades are also compensated for the grades they get. Some argue to, Jackie as you know welcome,
this is paying for something that is in some way dishonorable, | love the idea it seems very pragmatic to me, nothing
else seems to be working. Tell me the basic underpinning or basic defense of the idea.

[Jackie Cushman]
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Well the idea is to take students who are challenged in math and science and to provide them with an
incentive to go to an after school tutorial session to learn and than earn money. | would love it if every student in
America wanted to learn, race to school and wanted to learn. Unfortunately that is not happening.

[Geraldo]
Where are you getting the money to pay the kids?

[Jackie Cushman]

The money is coming from for this program is coming from Charlie Lattermilk who is the founder of Aaron’s
rents. He is a business man here in Atlanta, very successful business. He is very philanthropic, believes in education,
believes in children, and thinks that it is worth a shot at seeing. If we can send children to learn.

[Geraldo]
And how do you rebut the argument that it is too mercenary that they should want to?

[Jackie Cushman]

It would be great if they did want to but lets face it, parents have been sending their own children for years.
Some parents pay ten dollars for a day some parents offer a car after graduation. Not all parents have the monetary
resources to give incentives to their children. So this is a different way to tackle the same problem.

[Geraldo]
Do you miss your dad in public life?

[Jackie Cushman]

Oh no, my dad has had a great time, very very busy. He is doing lots of fun things and I think he has really
enjoyed this program. You can ask him. This is an idea that he had, so we have taken his idea, we are implementing it
and empowering it, and it will be really fun to see the final results. I can tell you so far all of these students in this
program have improved in math and science.

[Geraldo]
You know Mr. Speaker | love it, its idealistic and also pragmatic and why not give it a shot.

[Newt Gingrich]

I am very proud of Jackie. As you can imagine when your own daughter takes a leadership roll in a
foundation like this, it makes you feel really good about what she is doing for Atlanta and for children. We first
developed this idea years ago, and we p[aid children two dollars a book for every book they read. And surprise,
surprise a lot of very poor children who lived in public housing were very willing to do a lot more reading than they
ever thought they would. And I think Jackie has helped them take a step in the right direction towards going to college,
rather than jail or prison.

[Geraldo]
I think it is a great idea, what did you give to Jackie when she got a good grade.

[Newt Gingrich]
All | can tell you is she did very well over the years and as she got older she negotiated more and more. It got
to be quit expensive after a while.

[Geraldo]
Terrific. 1 wish you the best. Mr. Speaker did you want to say a word to Ted Kennedy?

[Newt Gingrich]

Listen | think ted knows that all of us, whether we are his opponents politically or his strong supporters
politically. We know how much he means to this country, he is in our prayers, we hope he gets well, we hope he comes
back into the battle as soon as possible. And a lot of people all across America are thinking of him this evening.

[Geraldo]
Learning makes a different, Jackie Gingrich Cushman and Mr. Speaker thank you.
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FOX & FRIENDS
Paid to Study? Program Offers $8 an Hour

May 19, 2008

All right welcome back. A controversial new program in Fulton county Georgia is
paying some underperforming kids eight bucks and hour to study. Organizers say the kids
grades are improving, but critics say paying kids to study sends the wrong message.
Jackie Gingrich Cushman is one of the founders of Learn and Earn which is privately
funded and Dr. Peter Spyvick is the director for the center of applied motivation. So
Jackie, outline this program and how are you planning on addressing those who are
working hard in school.

[Jackie]

Well thanks for having me on today. This program is a pilot program and what we
are doing is paying students who are under performing in math and science to attend after
school tutorial sessions. Two hours, twice a week.

So eight dollars and hour?

So as you have to pay a tutor, you are actually paying the kids, giving them a little
incentive as well. Dr. Spyvike why do you have a problem with this?

[Dr. Spyvick]

Well the problem is its well intended, but it really doesn’t cover self motivation
and internal motivation. Many times these young people by being paid don’t learn to
develop fulfillment from a days hard work, doing their best etc. So what you have icing
put on a cake but you don’t have the cake. | call it a cultural diabetes, you need insulin,
you look towards getting paid, rather than getting the fulfillment of a good days work.

And what about it Jackie are you giving these kids the wrong message that we
will pay you to work hard where other kids are just motivated from within.

[Jackie]

Well I think it is interesting. From what we have seen is that really it is a two
prong process. The money gets them in the door so it does incent them externally but
once they are there the interaction with the teachers really moves them to learn. For
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instance what we have seen is a child who would not participate, after a few sessions they
open their books, they look, they learn, and now they are interested in solving math
problems.

And Jackie I understand this idea came from your father Newt Gingrich, right?

[Jackie]

That is correct. This idea | first heard this idea in 2005 from my dad. And he has
lots of ideas as you know. But it has been really fun taking an idea and actually
implementing it and seeing that all of these students, every single one in the program
have improved their scores in math and science.

Well Dr. Spyvick that sounds pretty good.

[Dr. Spyvick]

It does sound good and in the immediate, these programs do work. Again the
external can have an effect a transient affect. IT would be interesting to see some data
two three years down the road, to see the impact because you really have to get someone
who wants to have the activity, rather than paying them because than they become very
externally driven down and in the long term that just doesn’t carry you.

And one of the qualifications as | understand is that they kids have to be
economically disadvantaged.

[Jackie]

That is not one of the qualifications we actually selected based on their current
scores, so it was C- or lower in math and science. And we are going to post all the results
on our website LMDFoundation.org so you are welcome to come and look at the results,
but I can tell you I have had at least two middle schoolers come to me personally and said
they had saved this money for their college fund, so they are already thinking for the long
term.

Alright we are going to have to leave it there for now, Jackie Gingrich Cushman,
once again what is your website Jackie?

[Jackie]
LMDFoundation.org

And thank you Dr. Peter Spyvick, we thank you sir for your opinion as well.
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FULTON COUNTY: Chance to earn makes a difference in

their learning
Pilot program celebrated: Mom of one student says her son became excited
by his success, not just the $8 an hour pay.

By Michelle E. Shaw
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Published on: 05/22/08

The money was nice, but it wasn't what kept Jailyn Brown in a pilot program that paid students $8 an hour to

study.

The 14-year-old eighth-grader was among a small group of Fulton County students who took part in "Learn
& Earn," a privately funded after-school tutoring program with monetary rewards.

"It was his success that really got him excited," said his mom, Alanna Taylor. "He got more benefit from his

good grades than the money."
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Last week, more than 35 students celebrated the end of the 15-week pilot program. Parents and program

supporters gathered to congratulate the students.

Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich sent a video by his daughter, Jackie Cushman, president of the

Learning Makes a Difference Foundation board of directors.

He told students they are now "part of history," and that the teachers, students and parents were the "heart

of this experiment.”

Each student's official results won't be released until June or July, but Taylor said she has seen marked

improvement in her son and his grades.

"There were concerns about him moving to the ninth grade in the beginning," she said. "But not anymore."

Jailyn said he was once failing math and science, but now is passing both classes. "I've even got A's and B's

in science," he said.

The program, which began in January, was conducted at Bear Creek Middle and neighboring Creekside
High. Twenty students from each school were in the trial group. Students barely making academic
standards, or those performing below the mark in math and science, were picked for the first run. Program

administrators estimated three students dropped out of the program.

The initiative was funded by Charles Loudermilk, chairman and chief executive officer of Aaron Rents,
through the Learning Makes a Difference Foundation, a local nonprofit designed to improve education.
Loudermilk, who did not attend the celebration, committed the entire budget of $60,000.

Cushman didn't say whether the program would survive past its pilot stage.

"Let's just see what the results are and go from there," she told the parents.

52



At the rate of $8 an hour or $32 a week, Jailyn and the other students had the chance to earn $480 by the

end of the school year. The amount they actually earned was tied to their attendance and participation.
Taylor said Jailyn put a lot of his money in a savings account.

"We also used this opportunity to teach budgeting and how to spend money," she said. "And in the end, he
didn't do it for the money. He did it for himself."
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